
Disaster Mitigation Act 
Agencies: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Citation: 42 U.S.C. §§ 5121 note et seq.  
Enacted as: the “Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000”, on October 30, 2000 (originally enacted as the 
“Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act”, on May 22, 1974) 
 
Summary: 
The Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) provides the legal basis for FEMA mitigation planning requirements 
for state, local and Indian Tribal governments as a condition of mitigation grant assistance. DMA 2000 
amended the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act by repealing the previous 
mitigation planning provisions and replacing them with a new set of requirements that emphasize the 
need for state, local, and Indian Tribal entities to closely coordinate mitigation planning and 
implementation efforts. The requirement for a state mitigation plan is continued as a condition of 
disaster assistance, adding incentives for increased coordination and integration of mitigation activities 
at the state level through the establishment of requirements for two different levels of state plans. DMA 
2000 also established a new requirement for local mitigation plans and authorized up to 7 percent of 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds available to a state for development of state, local, and Indian 
Tribal mitigation plans. 
 
Source: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1935 and 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-106publ390/pdf/PLAW-106publ390.pdf  
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