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during the major multilateral negotiations to begin next
year. ,

On behalf of the United States, I wish to reaffirm our
commitment to work with the members of the European
Community for reform of the international economic sys-
tem in a way which will bring about a new freedom of
world trade, new equity in international economic con-
duct, and effective solutions to the problems of the de-
veloping world.

These are the objectives with which the United States
will approach forthcoming negotiations on monetary and
trade reform. We will be prepared to take bold action with

our European partners for a more equitable and open.

world economic order. The October 21 Summit declara-
tion is evidence that our European partners are equally
dedicated to the success of these efforts. In the meantime,
we look to them for continued help in fostering a climate
of mutual cooperation and confidence, and for a demon-
stration—through positive action on pressing and imme-
diate problems—that these efforts will be crowned with
success.

Omnibus Bill Signing

Statement by the President on His Decision
ToSign37 Bills, October 28,1972

In the final weeks of its second session, the 92d Congress
enacted several dozen separate pieces of legislation. I have
given a good part of my time during the last 10 days to a
careful review of these bills,

Yesterday I announced my decision to withhold my ap-
proval from nine of these bills. Released with this state-
ment today will be a list of certain bills which I have
decided to sign.

A number of these measures warrant special comment.

The Consumer Product Safety Act

I am pleased to sign into law S. 3419, the Consumer
Product Safety Act. This legislation is the outgrowth of a
proposal which I submitted to Congress in February of
1971. It is the most significant consumer protection legis-
lation passed by the 92d Congress.

S. 3419 creates a new independent Consumer Product
Safety Commission to develop consumer product safety
standards and to enforce these standards, in court if neces-
sary. In addition, the commission will have authority to
ban outright the sale of hazardous products which can-
not be adequately regulated.

As beneficial as this legislation is for the consumer, the
act contains certain language which will tend to weaken
budget control—and a coordinated, unified budget is the
consumer’s ally in keeping inflation and taxes down.
These provisions are unfortunate and should not be re-
garded as precedent for future legislation.

The most important thing about this bill, however, is
its recognition that a defective lawnmower or electric
heater can be just as dangerous to the consumer and his
family as contaminated food or improperly packaged
drugs. It is high time that the Government provided for
comprehensive regulation of the many potentially dan-
gerous products commonly used in and around American .
households. While the Consumer Product Safety Act dif- -
fers in several ways from the legislation I proposed, it
answers a long-felt need and I am happy to give it my
approval.

Controlling Ocean Dumping

Several of the most significant of the bills which I am
signing carry forward our campaign to restore and protect
the quality of the environment. "

H.R. 9727, the Marine Protection Research and Sanc-
tuaries Act of 1972, will provide the controls over ocean
dumping which have long been a matter of high priority
concern for this Administration. This law is closely
modeled on the recommendations I submitted to the Con-
gress in February of 1971, recommendations which grew
out of a report forwarded to me by the then newly-
established Council on Environmental Quality the pre-
vious October. The bill is thus one of the first fruits of our
new emphasis on careful advance analysis of environ.:
mental challenges. -

The practice of dumping waste into the oceans has been
steadily increasing in recent years, endangering marine
life, reducing the population of fish, jeopardizing marine
ecosystems, and impairing esthetic values. H.R. 9727 will
meet this growing problem by banning the dumping of
certain hazardous materials entirely and by subjecting
other substances to careful regulation through a new per-
mit system. It also provides for further monitoring and
research programs. _ )

It is significant that this new act will be implemented by -
the two newest environmental agencies—both created by
this Administration——the Environmental Protection .
Agency and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. I am directing the Administrators of these
two agencies to work in close consultation, to ensure that
duplication can be avoided and information can be fully
shared between them as they confront this vital challenge.
This bill will also give strong support to the delegation we
will be sending to London at the end of this month to seek
a much needed international convention on this important
matter. ' -

Protecting Marine Mammals

Even as I commend the Congress for responding to the
concern over ocean dumping, I am also grateful for the
opportunity to sign a second piece of legislation concern-
ing the oceanic environment, the Marine Mammals Pro-.
tection Act, H.R. 10420. This legislation will give us the
important powers we need to ensure that the world's
whales, porpoises, seals, polar bears, walruses, sea otiers



