Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

Agencies: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Citation: 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901 et seq.

Enacted as: the “Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976”, on October 21, 1976

Summary:

The primary goal of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA or Act), as amended by the
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984, is to prevent the improper disposal of hazardous
waste. To accomplish this goal, RCRA provides a comprehensive regulatory structure for managing both
hazardous and non-hazardous solid wastes in a “cradle to grave” fashion. The identification and
classification of wastes is addressed through four separate programs created under the Act. The four
programs govern hazardous wastes, non-hazardous wastes, underground storage tanks and used oil.
Under RCRA, all categories of wastes must be properly identified, labeled, stored, dated, manifested,
transported and disposed of according to its waste classification requirements. Failure to comply with
the Act can subject a facility and any responsible official to severe civil and criminal sanctions.
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