
Hurricanes 
Grade 3  Unit 6  Lesson 1 



In this 
presentation… 

• What is a hurricane? 
• How do hurricanes destroy? 

• What does hurricane damage look like? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation covers the basic definition of a hurricane and describes the damages effects of these storms.



What is a hurricane? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A hurricane is a storm system characterized by a low pressure system center and thunderstorms with strong winds and flooding rain.  They develop over large bodies of water, and lose their strength once they hit land.  



Etching of a hurricane… 
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Presentation Notes
Hurricanes are a natural part of weather. They have affected human beings over a long period of time. This etching is from 1869 and shows a boat at sea during a hurricane. Hurricanes are called typhoons in the western Pacific. 



How do hurricanes destroy? 

Wind Rain and 
Flooding 

Storm 
Surge 
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Presentation Notes
Hurricane season in Hawai‘i begins in June and lasts through November.  They begin as relatively small tropical cyclones, generally off the southwest coast of Mexico or west coast of Central America.  They then drift to the west-northwest, often increasing in size, speed, and intensity until they become full-fledged hurricanes.



Wind 
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Presentation Notes
The intensity of a hurricane is expressed in terms of categories that include wind speeds and potential damage.  The strongest winds usually occur in the right side of the eyewall of hurricane, though wind speeds usually decrease significantly within twelve hours after landfall.  Hurricane winds propel objects into walls and windows and can dismantle buildings.  Other damage includes power outages and bridge destruction.



Rain and 
Flooding 
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Presentation Notes
In addition to strong winds, hurricanes can easily dump 10-20 inches of rain over a wide area.  Flooding can occur hundreds of miles from the coast and has caused more deaths than storm surges.



Storm 
Surge 
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Presentation Notes
Storm surge is water that is pushed toward the shore by the force of the winds swirling around the storm.  This can increase the mean water lever by combining with the normal tides to create the hurricane storm tide. This storm surge can travel well inland through harbors, rivers, creeks, and canals to destroy buildings.



Hurricane Iniki 1992 
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Presentation Notes
In 1992, Hurricane Iniki, a powerful Category 4 storm, battered Hawaii and left $2.4 billion in damages. Iniki was responsible for five deaths on Kauai and one death on Oahu.

http://go.usa.gov/VsB


After a hurricane… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any combination of the hurricane forces mentioned in the previous slides may destroy homes and other property in coastal areas.  The picture on the left shows a neighborhood that was demolished by the winds of a hurricane.  The picture on the right shows a boat harbor where boats were piled on top of each other because of storm surge and high winds.  



The End 
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