
What is an Ecosystem? 
 

Grade 4 Unit 3  Lesson One 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An ecosystem is where all living populations in an area along with the nonliving parts of that environment.

note: Environment is the surroundings and conditions in which an organism lives.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
An Ecosystem is made up of many habitats.  Habitat refers to the place in an ecosystem where a particular organism lives.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Habitats within a Wetland Ecosystem
Air Above Surface: birds  and insects such as dragonflies,  Surface of Water: ducks and birds,  Mid-Water: fish, phytoplankton, zooplankton
Pond Bottom: mud, decaying plant and animal matter



Rain Forest Ecosystem 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are some of the Habitats in this Rain Forest Ecosystem?
Answer: Emergents, Canopy, Understory,  and Ground
 



Rain Forest Habitats 

Emergents: Only a few 
giant trees, eagles, 
butterflies, bats 

Canopy: tall trees, birds, 
reptiles  

Understory: birds, 
snakes, lizards, leopards, 
boa constrictors 
 

Ground: centipedes, 
cockroaches, wild boar, 
ferns, orchids, ginger, ti 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What lives in the various habitats within a Tropical Rain Forest:  
 Emergents: only a few giant trees, eagles, butterflies, bats,  Canopy: tall trees (kapok, palms), birds (tropic birds, honeycreepers), reptiles (chameloeons), 
Understory: birds, snakes, lizards, leopards, boa constrictors
Ground: centipedes, cockroaches, wild boar, ferns, orchids, ginger, ti



Grassland Ecosystem 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are some of the Habitats in this Grassland Ecosystem?

Suggested answers:  Air: birds (sparrows, blackbirds, pheasants, owls, hawks), butterflies
	Ground: soil, prairie grass, wildflowers, wheat, mice, deer, rabbits, garter snakes




Habitats in a  
Grassland 

In the Air 

On the Land 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Habitats within a Grassland
	Air: birds (sparrows, blackbirds, pheasants, owls, hawks), butterflies
	Ground: soil, prairie grass, wildflowers, wheat, mice, deer, rabbits, garter snakes
.



There are many different animals in an ecosystem. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ecosystems can be on land or in the water. Remember an ecosystem is where all living populations in an area along with the nonliving parts of that environment exist.
 



Habitats in a  
Grassland 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are going to study Bottle Aquarium Ecosystem.  This is a mini ecosystem we can create and study in our classroom.




The End 
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