
Are these  
animals threatened,  
endangered,  
or extinct? 

Lesson one 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the name of the presentation to students. Ask them if they can identify the animals on screen. They should identify the animals as dinosaurs. Ask students if these animals are extinct, endangered, or threatened. They should identify them as extinct. Ask students to tell you what “extinct” means (there are no more on earth).

Now click to the next slide.

Source of image: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/ctl/future1.html



Threatened Species 

• A threatened species may soon become 
endangered. 

• Examples include the Newell’s Townsend’s 
Shearwater and the Green Sea Turtle. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind students 
A threatened species is one that may soon become endangered, but there are more than a few left.

Tell students that
Examples of threatened species include Newell’s Townsend’s Shearwater (a water bird) and the Green Sea Turtle

Source for turtle: http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=C00S
Source for Newell’s Townsend’s Shearwater: http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=B04O



  Endangered Species 

• An endangered species may soon become 
extinct. 

• There are only a few of each endangered 
species left on earth.  

• Examples include Humpback whale, Hawaiian 
Stilt, and Hawaiian Monk Seal. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind students that
It is important to know the difference between endangered and threatened.  
An endangered species is one that may become extinct soon and there are only a few left on earth. 
A threatened species is one that may soon become endangered, but there are more than a few left.

Tell students that 
Examples of endangered species include the humpback whale, Hawaiian stilt ( a seabird) and the Hawaiian monk seal.

Source of image of seal: http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A071
Source of image of whale: http://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/SpeciesReport.do?spcode=A02Q
Source of image of stilt: http://www.hi.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/biology.html



Extinct 

• An extinct species is one that is no longer alive on 
earth. Extinction lasts forever.  

• Examples include the Bali Tiger and dodo. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind students that
an extinct species is one that no longer exists, so there are none left alive on earth. 

Tell students
Some extinct species, like the dinosaurs, became extinct a long time ago, and the only evidence that they were once living here on Earth is from their fossil bones. 
In more recent times, we have records, including photographs, of other animals that were once alive but are now extinct, such as the Bali tiger or the Dodo (both shown in photo/illustrations). 

Source for dodo illustration: http://www.petermaas.nl/extinct/speciesinfo/reunionsolitaire.htm (in the public domain)
Source for Bali Tiger photo: http://www.petermaas.nl/extinct/speciesinfo/caspiantiger.htm (also in the public domain)



Threatened and Endangered Species 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before showing this slide ask the following questions.

Tell students that
The US Fish and Wildlife Service keeps track of Threatened and Endangered Species (TESS), and updates its count regularly.
Hawaii  has 344 threatened and endangered species  (February 2008 data).
This is the highest total number of any US state.
99% of these are endangered, meaning that Hawaii has the largest number of endangered species in the US.



Hawaiian Threatened and Endangered Species 
(2008) 

Species Threatened Endangered Total 

Animals 3 68 71 

Plants 9 264 273 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show the table and ask students these questions:

What are some possible causes for the high numbers of endangered and threatened plants and animals?
What are some possible solutions?
What can you do? 
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