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Vertebrates of the Reef 
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Presentation Notes
This presentation will cover the five main types of vertebrates found around the coral reef.  While rays, eels, and sharks are technically considered “fish,” they are separated into their own categories for this presentation.
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Vertebrates of the Reef 

Rays 
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This presentation will cover the five main types of vertebrates found around the coral reef.  While rays, eels, and sharks are technically considered “fish,” they are separated into their own categories for this presentation.



Vertebrates of the Reef 
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This presentation will cover the five main types of vertebrates found around the coral reef.  While rays, eels, and sharks are technically considered “fish,” they are separated into their own categories for this presentation.



Vertebrates of the Reef 

Fish 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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This presentation will cover the five main types of vertebrates found around the coral reef.  While rays, eels, and sharks are technically considered “fish,” they are separated into their own categories for this presentation.



What is a vertebrate? 
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Presentation Notes
Vertebrates are animals with backbones or spinal columns.  The backbone or spinal column, however, does not have to be made of bone.  Sharks have backbones made not of bone, but of cartilage.  
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Turtles 

Green Sea Turtle Hawksbill Turtle 
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Presentation Notes
Sea turtles belong to the class Chelonia.  While there are about 5 different species that can possibly be seen in Hawaii, only the green (honu) and hawksbill (`ea) turtles are the most common.  Both these turtles are protected under the Endangered Species Act.  



Eels 

Whitemouth Moray Yellowmargin Moray 

Zebra Moray Snowflake Moray 
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Presentation Notes
Moray eels are the most common types of eels found in Hawaiian waters.  In Hawaiian, they are called puhi.  They are bony fish and have very muscular snake-like bodies.



Fish 

Trumpetfish 
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Presentation Notes
There are many different types of fish that inhabit the coral reef ecosystem.  Some fish, like the trumpetfish, have long, thin bodies and come in various colors.  



Fish 

Butterflyfish 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Buttterflyfish are one of the most common type of fish found on the coral reef.  Most species of butterflyfish have a dark bar through the eye to confuse their predators.  Many also have a false eyespot near the tail.  



Fish 

Schools of Fish 

Convict Tangs Bluestripe Snapper 
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Presentation Notes
While many reef fish are solitary, some often travel in large schools.



Rays 

Manta Ray Spotted Eagle Ray 
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Presentation Notes
Rays are characterized by their flattened form and have many features in common with sharks. Three species are commonly found in Hawai`i, with manta (hahalua) and spotted eagle rays (hīhīmanu) being the most common.  Instead of bone, they have a skeletal system made of cartilage.  



Sharks 

Tiger Shark Gray Reef Shark 

White Tip Reef Shark Black Tip Reef Shark 
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Sharks belong to the same evolutionary branch as rays and have a skeleton of cartilage instead of bone.  There are several different types of sharks that can be found on Hawai`i’s coral reefs.  The two most common, and smaller sharks, are the white tip and black tip reef sharks.  These sharks rarely pose a threat to humans unless threatened.  Larger sharks such as the tiger and gray reef shark are less common.  



The End 
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The end.
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