Climate Resilience Regional Challenge
PROJECT SUMMARIES

THE WASHINGTON STATE COASTAL CLIMATE RESILIENCE INITIATIVE:
ACCELERATING IMPLEMENTATION OF 20 YEARS

OF PARTNERSHIP EFFORTS

Project Lead: Washington Coastal Zone Management Program

Funding Amount: 573,587,134

SUMMARY

With this funding, Washington State moves a shared vision for climate change resiliency from
planning to implementation, making a profound difference for the health and resilience of its
coast and coastal communities. This is the state’s first effort to implement coordinated, coast-
wide climate response projects.

Projects include three habitat restoration projects; nature-based shoreline improvements
for several coastal highways including State Route 112 and 105; shoreline restoration; and
stormwater drainage improvements. Funds will also be used to grow a climate-informed
workforce, strengthen regional coalitions, and build tribal capacity to help Washington
advance integrated and equitable coastal management.

DETAILS

Washington’s coastal areas are increasingly vulnerable. Projected disasters currently hover
at six per year, a dramatic increase from the single predicted disaster for 1990. If this trend
continues, Washington can expect up to ten disasters annually by 2040, with a strong
potential for extreme upward variations.

The multifaceted projects associated with this grant represent a strong, proactive

response 20 years in the making through the work of the Washington State Coastal Climate
Resilience Partnership. This collaborative effort, facilitated by the Washington Coastal Zone
Management Program, developed a shared vision for coastal climate resilience alongside
many local, state, and tribal partners.
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Restoration and Adaptation Projects

Several projects are ready to go. These projects are designed to improve resilience for urban,
rural, agricultural, and tribal communities; set back critical infrastructure; and undertake
planning exercises to determine future priority projects. Locations include the North Puget
Sound, North Olympic Peninsula, and the Pacific Ocean coast.

Investment in People

This grant includes funding for a resilience-focused grant program developed for coastal
tribes; a coastal resilience fellowship program; and the development of climate resilience
career pathways for citizens. The project will also address data gaps, including the collection
and subsequent distribution of coastal topobathymetric data.

Coastal Climate Resilience Partnership

Convened by the Washington Coastal Zone Management Program, the University of
Washington’s Climate Impacts Group is compiling the information needed to better
understand coastal risks and vulnerabilities. The group will also develop adaptation action
case studies, document best practices and lessons learned from partnership efforts, and
create educational materials designed to inform a strategy for continued climate resilience-
focused coordination, governance, and leadership.

ABOUT THE CLIMATE RESILIENCE REGIONAL CHALLENGE

In 2022, Congress appropriated approximately $575 million, through the Inflation Reduction
Act, to be competitively awarded for projects that help coastal communities become more
resilient as they face increasing threats from extreme weather and climate change. This
historic, transformative effort is known as the Climate Resilience Regional Challenge.

To learn more about the program and the funded projects, visit the website.
coast.noaa.gov/funding/ira/resilience-challenge/
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