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In this session, participants will learn how to use the WetlandsWatch Sea Level Rise app 
(SLR app) to work with citizen scientists and capture detailed information on local flood 
risks. The session will cover how to use the app, supporting materials, and lessons learned 
about recruiting, training, and working with volunteers. The SLR app is designed to collect 
two types of quality-assured information.  The “trouble” mode allows an approved user to 
indicate locations where flooding occurs, provide some information about the type of 
flooding (rain, tidal, both), and take photos of the location. The resulting map displays red 
pins dropped at flood locations along with descriptive information on the situation. The 
“event” mode allows approved users to collect information about the extent of flooding 
during flood events, such as King Tides. An approved user would walk the edge of a flooded 
area and by pressing a button, drop blue location pins every few feet, creating an outline of 
the extent of the flooding. This flooding outline appears overlaid on a detailed aerial view of 
the area. 
 
This tool is designed to provide quality assured data by training the volunteers who collect 
the data so that the data may be used to improve local flood models. We will cover 
approaches to training trainers/ event managers and volunteers and the current set of 
training materials. Based on experience with using the tool in different areas along the coast 
from the Florida Keys to New York, we will also cover issues such as what to take with you 
when mapping, volunteer safety, privacy considerations related to photographing, trouble 
shooting the app, and recruiting volunteers.  Participants should bring an android or I 
phone. 
 
More information on the app is available at https://hamptonroadscares.org/show/sea-level-
rise. 
 
 


