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ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
Since 2000, NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program has 
executed a multidisciplinary approach to managing and 
conserving coral reef ecosystems  The program is focused 
on resilience-based management, including reducing 
land-based sources of pollution, sustaining coral reef 
fisheries, and lessening the impacts of changing ocean 
conditions as well as preventing, preparing for, and 
responding to coral disturbance and disasters  The 
original Coral Reef Conservation Act was reauthorized in 
December 2022 as part of the James M. Inhofe National 
Defense Authorization Act   

GRANTS 
Financial assistance provided by the program supports 
conservation projects, scientific research, and coral 
reef management capacity across seven U S  states and 
territories and the Freely Associated States  In fiscal year 
2024, the following grant opportunities were provided: 

•  State and Territorial Government Cooperative 
Agreements 

•  Ruth D Gates Coral Restoration Innovation Grants 
•  Ruth D Gates Local and National Capacity Building 

Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
•  Fishery Management Council Coral Reef Conservation 

Cooperative Agreements 
•  National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Coral 

Stewardship Fund 
•  National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Coral 

Emergency Response Fund 
For more information, visit our grants website   
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NOAA CORAL REEF CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Fiscal Year 2024 Grant Funding 
Graphic represents only those funds awarded in fiscal year 2024, not the full cost of multi-year awards. 
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State and Territorial Government 
Cooperative Agreements 

FY24 Award Amount: $4,626,862 
FY24 Match Amount: $680,041 
In fiscal year 2024, the Coral Reef Conservation Program supported the second year of two-year 
cooperative agreements with each of the seven U S  coral reef states and territories: American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Florida, Guam, Hawaiˊi, Puerto Rico, and the 
U S  Virgin Islands  The specifics vary, but the projects ofen include capacity building, watershed 
management, and coral restoration components  These opportunities are non-competitive and do 
not require matching funds  In fiscal year 2025, these cooperative agreements will transition to non-
competitive block grants, per the reauthorized Coral Reef Conservation Act 

Note: State and territorial cooperative agreements are two-year awards beginning in fiscal year 2023. 
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AMERICAN SAMOA 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,034,165; Total Voluntary Match Amount: $16,768 
FY24 Award Amount: $534,165; FY24 Voluntary Match Amount: $8,790 
American Samoa received $534,165 in fiscal year 2024 for the following activities under this two-
year cooperative agreement: 

1 Programmatic support for key positions including the Coral Reef Advisory Group 
coordinator, coral reef education and outreach coordinator, and a portion of the 
financial budget oficer as well as a GIS license cost-share and IT assistance; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program support; 
5 The American Samoa Coral Reef Ecosystem Monitoring Program; 
6 Education and outreach events, including the creation and dissemination of public 

service announcements, community projects to reduce marine debris, and the 
hosting of both summer camps and QUEST, an intensive week-long coral 
research course offered to Samoan students; and 

7 Four scholarships of $5,000 each, awarded to students studying marine science at the 
American Samoa Community College  
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE  
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,269,698 
FY24 Award Amount: $722,272 
The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) received $722,272 in fiscal 
year 2024 for the following activities under this two-year cooperative agreement: 

1 Programmatic support for six key positions including the CNMI coral reef 
point of contact, and the Coral Reef Initiative communications coordinator, 
watershed coordinator, lead biologist, marine biologist II, and marine biologist 
technician, and a portion of the federal programs coordinator, administrative 
manager, and two administrative oficers; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program 

support; 
5 Inter-island travel to conduct outreach events and collect monitoring data; 
6 The CNMI long-term marine monitoring program; 
7 Ten student internships, allowing college students to undertake a research 

or management project under the mentorship of local resource management 
professionals; and 

8 Maintenance of CNMI’s in-situ mangrove nursery and outplanting of three 
locally extinct mangrove species  These restoration eforts will occur along 
shorelines in two of the CNMI’s priority watersheds  



 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 

Former Coral Reef Initiative interns who now work in natural resource management in CNMI. 
Photo credit: Janice Castro 
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S U M M E R  I N T E R N S H I P  P R O G RA M  
Since 2002, the Coral Reef Conservation Program has supported the CNMI Coral 
Reef Initiative’s annual summer internship program  This program supports ten 
post-secondary students per year, providing them with hands-on experience   
Interns are assigned a conservation project to complete over the course of ten 
weeks  Past projects include outreach materials development, water quality 
monitoring, sea turtle nesting site monitoring, shoreline accretion and erosion 
mapping, and benthic monitoring  

Additionally, the internship aims to inspire and encourage the next generation 
of environmental stewards  The program has been a resounding success, with 
former interns in many full-time positions, including with the CNMI Bureau 
of Environmental and Coastal Quality; Department of Lands and Natural 
Resources; Northern Marianas College - Cooperative Research, Extension, and 
Education Services; Mariana Islands Nature Alliance; Pacific Coastal Research 
and Planning; and Friends of the Mariana Trench  The CNMI NOAA field ofice is 
also stafed with former interns  

To learn more, visit the Division of Coastal Resources Management website   



  

 

 

 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 

The 2024 United States Coral Reef Task Force meeting was held in November 2024 in Saipan, CNMI. 
Photo credit: Northern Marianas College 

U. S .  CO RA L  R E E F  TA S K  FO R C E  
In November 2024, U S  Coral Reef Task Force members met in Saipan, CNMI for a week 
of workshops, site visits, and presentations  Working groups advanced initiatives on 
critical topics such as coral disease, coral bleaching, enforcement, fisheries sustainability, 
restoration, watersheds, and communications  Attendees participated in site visits to 
some of the region’s most vibrant coral reef areas and engaged with local conservation 
and restoration eforts led by organizations such as Pacific Coastal Research and 
Planning, Johnston Applied Marine Sciences, and Mariana Islands Nature Alliance  
Additionally, 500 Sails highlighted the importance of preserving Indigenous maritime 
heritage through their work  During the public business meeting, Governor Palacios 
signed a law declaring CNMI’s coral reefs as critical natural infrastructure, enhancing 
CNMI’s ability to secure funding for reef conservation  Expert presentations and panel 
discussions during the business meeting focused on coral bleaching, marine biosecurity, 
and the challenges and opportunities for conservation and restoration in the CNMI  

This task force was originally established in 1998 by Presidential Executive Order and 
codified in the reauthorized Coral Reef Conservation act in 2022  The task force works 
to preserve and protect coral reef ecosystems at the national level by engaging federal 
agencies and coral reef jurisdictions in policy and management activities  Membership 
includes representatives from federal agencies; seven U S  states, territories, and 
commonwealths; three Freely Associated States; and four Fishery Management Councils  
To learn more about the U S  Coral Reef Task Force, visit the USCRTF website 
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GUAM 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,302,617 
FY24 Award Amount: $603,174 
Under this two-year cooperative agreement, Guam 
received $603,174 in fiscal year 2024 for the following activities  

1 Programmatic support for four key positions including: the coral reef 
watershed coordinator, Guam Coral Reef Initiative program manager, the 
response and restoration coordinator, and the seagrass and mangrove 
conservation coordinator; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program 

support; 
5 The Guam long-term monitoring program; 
6 Education and outreach events, including the Guardians of the Reef program, 

watershed tours and hikes, Earth Month events, student participation in 
service learning activities related to ridge-to-reef conservation, and activities 
and media campaigns hosted by the Guam Nature Alliance; 

7 Guam’s annual Micronesia Challenge dues; and 
8 Friends of Reef Guam, an education and outreach program  
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 
S US A N  L .  W I L L I A M S  N AT I O N A L  CO RA L  R E E F   
M A N AG E M E N T  F E L LO W S H I P  
This two-year program is designed to build coral reef management capacity in the seven U S  coral 
jurisdictions Fellows work with local coral reef management agencies, gaining experience and 
building the long-term capacity of local jurisdictions  Nearly 85 percent of fellows continue their 
careers in resource management afer their fellowship ends  Former fellows are now working for 
federal, state, and territorial agencies  Positions include the Guam Coral Reef Initiative’s restoration 
coordinator; the Hawai’i Division of Aquatic Resources’ research coordinator; and the U S  Virgin 
Islands National Park Service’s biological technician  Former fellows have also worked at universities 
and non-governmental organizations such as Florida Sea Grant, Nova Southeastern University, The 
Nature Conservancy, and Protectores de Cuencas  

The fellowship program is a partnership between NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program, the U S  
Department of Interior Ofice of Insular Afairs, Nova Southeastern University, and the U S  Coral Reef 
All Islands Committee  To learn more, visit the fellowship website 

Current job sector of former fellows 

Number of positions 

Local 
jurisdictional 
government 

Post-graduate 
work 

(Masters or PhD) 

Other 

Federal 
agencies 

Environmental 
consulting 

University 
faculty 

Non-governmental 
organization 

8 

9 

9 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Since 2016, 85 percent of 
Susan L. Williams National 
Coral Reef Management 
Fellows have continued to 
work in natural resource 
management. 



 

HAWAIˊI 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,540,000 
FY24 Award Amount: $755,000 
Under this two-year cooperative agreement, Hawaiˊi received $755,000 for the following 
activities in fiscal year 2024  

1 Programmatic support for six key positions including the grants and contracts 
specialist, permit coordinator, Leeward Maui watershed coordinator, South Kohala 
priority watershed coordinator, Holomua Marine Initiative coordinator, and Coral 
Restoration coordinator; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee Secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program support; 
5 The West and East Hawaiʻi Fish and Habitat Monitoring and Assessment Program; 
6 Hawai’i Department of Aquatic Resources legal fellow, who focuses on strengthening 

marine enforcement and rulemaking, including the implementation of export and 
dealer licenses, drone fishing licenses, and enforcement actions for marine resource 
violations; 

7 Hawaiˊi Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement (DOCARE) legal fellow 
support; 

8 Maintenance of DOCARE’s new incident and observation database, which tracks 
marine enforcement activities and violations; 

9 Makai Watch, an education and outreach program; 
10 Hawaiˊi reef and fishery data assessment; and 
11 Fire breaks for sediment reduction in Wahikuli Watershed, West Maui  
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L E GA L  F E L LO W S ,  H A W A I ˊ I  D I V I S I O N  
O F  AQ UAT I C  R E S O U R C E S  
Providing legal and policy support for marine management eforts  
Focus areas include administrative rulemaking, enforcement guidelines, 
and legal research  Key accomplishments include the following: 

• Legal Research and Administrative Rulemaking Support: 
Fellows assisted in the preparation of several rule packages for 
marine conservation, including community-based subsistence 
fishing areas, fisheries management areas, and herbivore rules  
They attended public hearings, collaborated with community 
groups, and aligned new rules with existing statutes to ensure 
enforceability  The fellows contributed to the development 
of memoranda of understanding for data-sharing with local 
communities and provided ongoing legal research to support 
various environmental initiatives and legislative actions  This 
included input on potential bills related to adaptive management, 
cesspool conversion, marine debris, and fishery regulations  

• Development of Marine Resource Enforcement Guidelines: Fellows 
developed and updated tools for the Division of Conservation and 
Resources Enforcement, including a simplified guide to natural 
resource rules and penalties and an enforcement action guide  
These tools helped streamline enforcement processes for coral 
ecosystem violations  When violations were reported, the fellows 
drafed detailed reports to inform future enforcement and policy 
decisions Additionally, fellows provided ongoing training support 
for the oficers, particularly around the issuance of criminal and civil 
citations and how such violations afect court processes  

In April and July 2024, two fellows were selected for civil service 
positions within the Hawaiˊi government  Their continued support will 
ensure continuity in rulemaking and enforcement guidelines and help 
the organization manage and protect Hawaiˊi’s marine ecosystems for 
future generations  
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FLORIDA 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,560,000; 
Total Voluntary Match Amount: $272,228 
FY24 Award Amount: $780,000; 
FY24 Voluntary Match Amount: $125,000 
Florida received $780,000 in fiscal year 2024 for the following activities under 
this two-year cooperative agreement: 

1 Programmatic support for seven key positions including the 
reef resilience coordinator; reef injury prevention and response 
coordinator; awareness and appreciation coordinator; maritime 
industry and coastal construction impacts coordinator; land based 
sources of pollution coordinator and assistant manager; fishing, 
diving, and other uses coordinator; and Coral Reef Conservation 
Program manager; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee Secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship 

Program support; and 
5 The Southeast Florida Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project   
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PUERTO RICO 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,031,190; Total Voluntary Match Amount: $494,178 
FY24 Award Amount: $531,045; FY24 Voluntary Match Amount: $247,945 
Under this two-year cooperative agreement, Puerto Rico received $531,045 in fiscal year 2024 
funds for the following activities: 

1 Programmatic support, including the coral program manager position; 
2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee Secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program support; 
5 Puerto Rico coral reef monitoring program; 
6 Coral reef emergency response coordination, including a coral disease and emergency 

response coordinator and vessel grounding response coordinator; 
7 Education and outreach activities; 
8 Developing a Puerto Rico water quality program to inform management at coral reef 

restoration sites; and 
9 Development of an ecosystem-based management plan for La Parguera Natural Reserve  

12 



 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Total Award Amount (FY23-24): $1,501,702; Total Voluntary Match Amount: $596,453 
FY24 Award Amount: $701,206; FY24 Voluntary Match Amount: $298,306 
Under this two-year cooperative agreement, the U S  Virgin Islands received $701,206 in fiscal year 
2024 for the following activities: 

1 Programmatic support for three key positions including the Coral Reef Initiative 
coordinator, park interpretive ranger, and park education and outreach coordinator; 

2 Participation in the semiannual U S  Coral Reef Task Force meetings; 
3 All Islands Committee Secretariat support; 
4 Susan L Williams National Coral Reef Management Fellowship Program support; 
5 Coordination of the Coral Reef Initiative; 
6 The Territorial Coral Reef Monitoring Program; 
7 Education and outreach programs focused on connecting local youth with marine science 

education, training, and career opportunities; 
8 Assessment and update of the St  Croix East End Marine Park Management Plan; 
9 Maintenance of the St  Croix East End Marine Park demonstration nursery, including out-

planting on Sweepers Knoll priority restoration site; 
10 Improving the East End Marine Park Visitor Center through the replacement and repair of 

various interactive displays; 
11 Annual educational event (Coral Reef Week) and St  Croix East End Marine Park student 

internships; 
12 Coordination of the U S  Virgin Islands Coral Reef Initiative through workshops and capacity 

building with local partners on critical issues such as invasive pulse coral mitigation and 
coral disturbance response; and 

13 Assessing endangered natural and outplanted A. palmata populations and evaluating the 
efects of restoration eforts on recruitment in the USVI  
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Ruth D. Gates Coral Restoration 
Innovation Grants 

FY24 Award Amount: $1,018,956 
FY24 Match Amount: $883,135 
The principal objective of this grant program is to move coral intervention and restoration 
science from the laboratory to the field  The grants do this by supporting the science 
needed to incorporate resilient, genetically diverse, and reproductively viable coral 
populations into restoration activities; increasing restoration scalability and coral 
survivorship; and improving restoration methods  For more details, visit this grants website   
Fiscal year 2024 saw the following focus areas  

•  Advancing the research and development of coral interventions to improve resilience to 
environmental stressors, and 

•  Advancing research innovations to improve coral restoration practices, survivorship of 
post larval settlers, and the growth and survival of mid-sized corals  

Note: In fiscal year 2024, a new funding announcement did not occur, but a highly rated project from 
the 2023 funding competition did receive an award and additional funds were provided to several 
awards already in progress. 

AWARDEE: ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Total Award Amount (FY24-26): $521,480; Total Match Amount: $521,480 
FY24 Award Amount: $521,480; FY24 Match Amount: $521,480 
Restoring Resilience: Enhancing Thermal Stress Outcomes in Coral Restoration Eforts in 
West Hawaiˊi.  
Researchers at Arizona State University and the state of Hawaiˊi are conducting 
experiments on cauliflower corals (Pocillopora meandrina) to evaluate local adaptation 
to thermal stress  They are also investigating ‘stress hardening’ techniques, or ways to 
improve coral resilience to high temperatures  These corals will be integrated into future 
restoration eforts and the ʻĀkoʻaʻkoʻa vocational training program, which provides trainees 
with hands-on experience in coral propagation and restoration techniques  

AWARDEE: MAUI OCEAN CENTER MARINE INSTITUTE 
Total Award Amount (FY24-26): $488,075; Total Match Amount: $498,126 
FY24 Award Amount: $220,411; FY24 Match Amount: $120,000 
Climate Wise Restoration Through Community Collaboration on Maui. 
Maui Ocean Center Marine Institute is working with partners to outplant 1,000 coral 
fragments at Olowalu Reef, Maui  At the Institute’s land-based coral nursery, partners are 
conducting thermal tolerance testing, selectively propagating the most resilient corals, and 
conducting hands-on community engagement 
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AWARDEE: GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
Total Award Amount (FY24-25): $387,017; Total Match Amount: $387,397 
FY24 Award Amount: $212,711; FY24 Match Amount: $191,402 
Harnessing Predatory Probiotics for Antibiotic-Independent Coral Disease Treatment 
and Prevention: A Novel Approach to Enhance Acropora cervicornis Survivorship in 
Restoration Initiatives.    
Georgia Institute of Technology is working with partners to determine if probiotics 
can prevent and treat diseases caused by the pathogen Vibrio coralliilyticus  The 
overall goal is to expand the coral disease treatments available to restoration 
managers and help mitigate disease outbreaks  Specific tasks include 1) assessing 
the use of probiotics in treating diseased corals; 2) assessing the ability of probiotics  
to prevent disease; 3) determining the impact of probiotics on other bacterial and 
viral components of the coral microbiome; and 4) evaluating the host immune 
response  

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
Total Award Amount (FY23-25): $728,581; Total Match Amount: $728,846 
FY24 Award Amount: $64,354; FY24 Match Amount: $50,253 
Optimizing Light Spectrum to Upscale Grow-out of Coral Recruits for Restoration.     
Nova Southeastern University is working with partners to determine the optimal 
light conditions to maximize the juvenile coral survival and growth  The results will 
help practitioners to rapidly and efectively upscale production of genetically-diverse 
corals for restoration  
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Ruth D. Gates Local and National 
Capacity Building Grants and 
Cooperative Agreements 

FY24 Award Amount: $1,124,932 
FY24 Match Amount: $948,883 
In fiscal year 2024, NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program funded four projects 
designed to build capacity across coral jurisdictions  Local projects support 
the development of local stakeholder groups and stewardship partnerships (a 
partnership between several entities that manage a coral reef area together)  
National projects support regional or national organizations that increase coral 
conservation and resilience knowledge and build capacity across multiple coral 
reef jurisdictions  Visit this website for more details  

AWARDEE: THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
Total Award Amount (FY24-27): $600,000; Total Match Amount: $600,000 
FY24 Award Amount: $600,000; FY24 Match Amount: $600,000 
Increasing Coral Conservation and Resilience Knowledge in the U.S. 
The Nature Conservancy is accomplishing this goal through capacity building and 
knowledge sharing for local resource management agencies and stakeholders  
Work completed is shared globally through networking and capacity-building 
eforts supported by the Reef Resilience Network 

AWARDEE: THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
Total Award Amount (FY24-27): $300,000; Total Match Amount: $403,356 
FY24 Award Amount: $175,000; FY24 Match Amount: $98,159 
Enhancing Coral Disturbance Preparedness and Response Capacity in Pacific 
Coral Jurisdictions. 
The University of Florida is enhancing the regional capacity of Pacific coral reef 
jurisdictions (Hawaiˊi, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands) to prepare for and respond to major coral reef 
disturbances  Funding supports a regional disturbance coordinator who works 
closely with local coral reef disturbance and emergency response coordinators to 
develop disturbance response plans, develop permitting guidelines for response 
activities, and liaise with federal and local partners  
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AWARDEE: SAIL FOR REEFS, INC. 
Total Award Amount (FY24-25): $100,000 
FY24 Award Amount: $100,000 
Moving Towards the Future in the Caribbean: Establishing Coral Reef Stewardship 
Partnerships for DNER and for DPNR and Developing Coral Reef Action Plans for 
Puerto Rico and for USVI.  
Puerto Rico’s non-governmental organization, Sail for Reefs, Inc , is establishing 
coral reef stewardship partnerships and developing coral reef action plans with 
the Department of Natural and Environmental Resources in Puerto Rico and 
the Department of Planning and Natural Resources in the U S  Virgin Islands  
Coral reef action plans are documents that guide management and restoration 
activities undertaken on U S  coral reefs  

AWARDEE: THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
Total Award Amount (FY24-25): $249,932; Total Match Amount: $250,724 
FY24 Award Amount: $249,932; Total Match Amount: $250,724 
Strengthening Coral Reef Stewardship Across Micronesia. 
The Nature Conservancy is establishing coral reef stewardship partnerships and 
developing coral reef action plans within the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau  
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 

Dr. Ruth Gates, for whom the Ruth D. Gates Coral Reef Conservation Grant 
Program is named. Photo Credit: NOAA 

RUTH D. GATES: CORAL REEF 
SCIENTIST AND INNOVATOR 

Dr  Ruth Gates was the Director of the Hawaiʻi Institute of Marine 
Biology and the first woman to be president of the International 
Society for Reef Studies  She was a renowned marine biologist 
who made it her life’s work to save the world’s fragile coral 
reefs from warming water temperatures  She was known for her 
innovative science and her firm belief that coral reefs could be 
saved  She was a partner and collaborator with NOAA on coral 
conservation  

The Ruth D Gates Coral Reef Conservation Grant Program is a 
tribute to the work and life of Dr  Gates  The program supports 
competitive grant opportunities that promote the conservation 
and restoration of coral reef ecosystems  
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Fishery Management Council 
Cooperative Agreements 

FY24 Award Amount: $1,249,112 
In fiscal year 2024, NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program funded the final year of three-year 
cooperative agreements with the four Fisheries Management Councils  This grant competition 
supports their eforts to improve sustainable management of coral reef fisheries and ecosystems  
Grant activities focus on improving scientific information for management; enhancing project 
implementation coordination with various coral reef user groups and federal, state, territory and 
commonwealth management authorities; and advancing the incorporation of previously collected 
data into fishery management tools 

Note: Fishery Management Council Cooperative Agreements are three-year awards beginning 
in fiscal year 2023. 

AWARDEE: CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Total Award Amount (FY22-24): $1,289,000 
FY24 Award Amount $430,000 
Hear the Hind, See the Hind: Validation of Acoustic, Remotely Operated Vehicle and Divers’ Data 
Collected During Spawning Season to Monitor Marine Protected Areas Coupled with Oceanographic 
Observations. 
The Caribbean Fishery Management Council is working with partners to conduct a coordinated visual, 
acoustic, and oceanographic assessment of key grouper spawning aggregations sites  The focus is 
red hind (Epinephelus guttatus) spawning aggregation sites of the southwest of Puerto Rico and east 
coast of St  Croix, U S  Virgin Islands  This research will validate diferent monitoring technologies and 
create a comprehensive dataset to better understand factors influencing grouper behavior at these 
spawning sites  

AWARDEE: GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Total Award Amount (FY22-24): $450,542 
FY24 Award Amount: $153,734 
Identification of Factors Influencing Coral Health, Associated Fisheries, and Development of Key 
Indicators to Assess the Vulnerability of These Habitats for Sustainable Management in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  
The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is conducting a series of desktop analyses using 
previously collected data to aid in the management of federal fisheries resources and support 
Council activities The focus is on three tasks: 1) identify coral reef areas that may benefit from 
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additional conservation and management actions; 2) incorporate essential fish habitat data to 
improve delineation and management of coral-related essential fish habitat in the Gulf; and 3) 
develop indicators for monitoring coral reef conditions in the Gulf through citizen science and data 
collaboration with partners  

AWARDEE: SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Total Award Amount (FY22-24): $1,237,851 
FY24 Award Amount: $404,914 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Coral Reef Activities to Enhance Conservation and 
Management of South Atlantic Coral Resources. 
The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council is conducting activities to map and assess 
mesophotic coral reefs (~100–500 feet in depth) along the Florida coast  Additionally, the Council is 
working with the Reef Environmental Education Foundation, the University of San Diego, and other 
partners to implement a citizen science project to gather fish length data from recreational divers for 
potential use in stock assessments and integrated ecosystem approaches  These projects will help 
improve management of coral resources and foster better communication between the Council and 
the dive community 

AWARDEE: WESTERN PACIFIC REGIONAL FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Total Award Amount (FY22-24): $773,464 
FY24 Award Amount: $260,464 
Western Pacific Coral Reef Ecosystem Fishery Resource Assessment and Management.  
The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council is focused on three tasks: 1) supporting 
staf working on coral reef ecosystem assessment, conservation, and management within the Western 
Pacific; 2) continuing a coral reef fishery biosampling assistance program in the Pacific to address life 
history data gaps for key fishery species; and 3) developing ecosystem-based fisheries management 
indicators for the coral reef fisheries of the Mariana Archipelago 
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National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Public-Private Partnership 

This partnership is a five-year cooperative agreement (beginning in fiscal year 2023) to administer the 
Coral Reef Stewardship Fund and Coral Emergency Response Fund  

NFWF CORAL REEF STEWARDSHIP FUND 
(FORMERLY THE CORAL REEF CONSERVATION FUND) 
Total FY24 Award Amount: $500,000 
Total FY24 Match Amount: $500,000 
In fiscal year 2024, the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program funded the second year of a five-year 
cooperative agreement with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation  The foundation, in turn, funds 
coral conservation and management projects that align with federal and state priorities, supporting 
projects that improve the health of coral reef systems through the reduction of land-based sources 
of pollution, advancement of coral reef fisheries management, scaling-up of coral restoration, and 
increasing reef management capacity  This year’s support included local fisheries management in 
American Samoa, vessel grounding response in Hawaiˊi, and disturbance response and recovery in the 
U S  Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico 

Program details can be found at nfwf.org/programs/coral-reef-stewardship-fund and a list description 
of all projects funded in fiscal year 2024 is available here 

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION CORAL 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND 
Total FY24 Award Amount: $247,556 
Emergency assistance is available to respond to events that may cause immediate harm to coral 
reefs or coral reef ecosystems, such as disease, invasive or nuisance species, coral bleaching, natural 
disasters, and mechanical incidents, such as vessel groundings  The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation has been selected to receive and hold the emergency response fund until needed  In 
coordination with NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program,  eligible projects are non-competitively 
selected, subawarded, and administered by the foundation  These funds may be awarded directly to 
state and territorial government partners, and to coral reef stewardship partnership members  In fiscal 
year 2024, $247,556 was awarded for this purpose, for use in fiscal year 2025 or later 

The emergency response fund is NOAA’s primary means of providing emergency assistance  However, 
in fiscal year 2024, NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program awarded an additional $100,000 via 
the NOAA Restoration Center to Sea Ventures, Inc , to respond to anchor damage in Brewers Bay, St 
Thomas, U S  Virgin Islands  
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Subawarded in FY24 

Subaward: Arrecifes Pro Cuidad, Inc  
Total Award Amount: $159,084 
Emergency Response Strategy to Invasive Coral of the Xeniidae Family.   
NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program received a request for $159,084 to eradicate 
an invasive octocoral discovered on the south side of Puerto Rico  Through the Coral 
Emergency Response Fund, Arrecifes Pro Cuidad Inc  was asked to conduct surveys to 
determine the distribution of the octocoral and conduct eradication activities to control 
or eliminate the invasive species across an estimated 212 square meters  
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 
INVASIVE CORAL RESPONSE EFFORTS IN PUERTO RICO 
Between April and November 2024, divers conducted reconnaissance at four sites along the 
south coast of Puerto Rico  The invasive octocoral was eradicated from three of the sites 
by manually removing or smothering colonies, and two additional sites are currently being 
treated  Unfortunately, surveys identified an additional eight invasive octocoral patches, 
indicating that it is spreading both westward and eastward along the southwest coast of 
Puerto Rico  The team is exploring options to contain the spread and prevent the octocoral 
from reaching other parts of the island  

Divers survey the spread of an invasive octocoral. Xenia umbellata, which blankets portions of Puerto Rico’s coral 
reef, smothering other organisms, including corals. Photo credit: Hector Ruiz, HJReefscaping 
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Fiscal Year 2024 Funding 
Support Summary 

In fiscal year 2024, NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation 
Program awarded approximately $9 million in 
new funding through grants and cooperative 
agreements across six funding opportunities   
These projects include over $3 million in leveraged 
non-federal funds provided by the recipient 
organizations for a total impact of more than $12 
million These funds are used by state and territorial 
governments, university researchers, nonprofit 
and non-governmental organizations, and regional 
fishery management councils to address the most 
pressing needs of coral reef ecosystems across 
U S  jurisdictions By funding innovative, science-
based projects in individual states and territories, 
the program continues its mission to conserve and 
restore the condition of U S  coral reef ecosystems 
challenged by natural and human threats  
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