NOAA’s National Coastal Zone
Management Program

Our coastal communities are home to over 126 million people, support 56.8
million jobs, and contribute $8.6 trillion to the U.S. economy, accounting for
46 percent of the nation’s economic output. Recognizing the importance of
our coasts, in 1972 Congress created the National Coastal Zone Management
Program, a voluntary partnership between NOAA and coastal states and

territories. The program was designed to enhance and protect coastal resources
and communities.

In fiscal year 2019, NOAA invested over $75 million, allocated through the
Coastal Zone Management Act, to implement coastal management programs
in the 34 participating states and territories. Federal funding was matched by
nearly $63 million from state and local governments and other partners. These
funds are being used to improve public access, enhance hazard resilience, and
fuel the nation’s vibrant coastal economy. Over 20 percent ($15 million) of the
funding is passed on to local governments, universities, and nongovernmental
organizations to carry out projects that benefit coastal communities.

Mitigating Coastal Hazards
($14.9 million federal; $8.7 million matching)

Protecting and Restoring
Coastal Habitat
($16.2 million federal;

$15.7 million matching) Minimizing risks from coastal hazards such as

storms, flooding, erosion, and sea-level rise makes
(oastal habitats buffer communities from communities more resilient.
storms and are needed to support fisheries,
robust recreation and tourism industries, and

thriving wildlife populations.

Implementing State
Program Management
($3.2 million federal;
$1.4 million matching)

State coastal management programs serve
as the “boots on the ground” for addressing
coastal management issues.

Planning for Our Ocean
and Coastal Waters
($2.8 million federal;
$2.6 million matching) Expanding Public Engagement
($12.6 million federal;

$9.1 million matching)

Comprehensive planning supports jobs,
reduces user conflicts, and sustains natural
resources.

Strong coordination and communication
among agencies and the public results in better
decision-making for America’s coastlines’

FUNDING
SUMMARY

2019

Office for
Coastal Management
coast.noaa.gov/czm

Protecting Coastal Water Quality
($8.0 million federal;
$7.9 million matching)

Preventing and reducing polluted runoff and
marine debris results in coastal waters that
are safe and healthy for drinking, swimming,
and fishing.

Enhancing Public Access
($6.3 million federal;
$6.2 million matching)

Providing public access allows all Americans
to enjoy the coast and delivers substantial
economic benefits to coastal communities.

Promoting Coastal
Community Development
($11.1 million federal;
$11.1 million matching)

Wise development protects coastal
community character and health and
promotes appropriate coastal-dependent
uses and industries.
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STORIES TO TELL

Making Communities More Resilient

The Rhode Island Coastal Management Program adopted a Beach Special Area Management Plan to improve
community resilience to the erosion and flooding caused by storms and sea-level rise. The plan includes

a multi-scenario approach to permitting and structure design to ensure that homeowners have a full
understanding of future hazard risks. Also included: online tools to help communities better understand their
vulnerability to storm surge and sea-level rise and assess potential risks of individual structures.

Preparing for Tsunami Risks

Along the West Coast, the risk of tsunamis looms large. The Oregon Coastal Management Program provided
technical and financial assistance to help communities adopt tsunami-focused comprehensive plan policies
and tsunami hazard overlay zones. The goal is to ensure that future development decisions are made with
tsunami risk in mind. The program also worked with communities to assess tsunami evacuation routes,
vulnerable areas, and evacuation facility improvements.

Reinvigorating the Economy through Restoration

A long-term partnership program sparked by the Virginia Coastal Management Program successfully restored
important habitat and improved the local coastal economy. The problem along the Eastern Shore started in
the 1930s, when hurricanes and disease wiped out eelgrass, an important underwater habitat. Bay scallops
dependent on this resource disappeared, and other finfish and crabs became scarce. After 80 years, the
seagrass and fisheries hadn’t recovered. The effort to address this issue started in 1999, with seed funding
used to determine how best to restore the eelgrass. With continued support from the program and its partners,
eelgrass beds now cover over 9,000 acres, representing 75 percent of the world’s restored seagrass. Bay scallops
have also been reintroduced. In addition to restoring eelgrass, the program also supported the growth of the
area’s aquaculture, recreational fishing, and ecotourism industries. These combined efforts resulted in millions
of dollars in visitor spending and the addition of a significant number of jobs to the local economy.

See more stories at coast.noaa.gov/states/stories/index.html.

MAKING AN IMPACT

OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS, THE NATIONAL COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

2,000 2,900 64,000 1,100 @ 200,000

Completed over 2,000 Worked with over 2,900 : Protected over 64,000 acres :  (reated more than 1,100 Trained nearly 200,000

projects, including communities to help of habitatand restoredan  pe sites for the publicto ~ coastal decision makers
developing and updating : them grow in a balanced additional 75,000 acres. access coastal areas and to ensure informed
state and local policiesand | way that protects coastal enhanced nearly 3,000 decision-making.

plans, to improve resilience character and health.
to coastal hazards.

additional sites to improve
the visitor experience.
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