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These values represent 2024 data, unless otherwise noted.
This is the most current data available as of February 2026.

Great Lakes Region’s Marine Economy
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Details State-Level Ocean Economy Data

+ Largest Employment Sector: Tourism

and recreation employs 87% of the State  Businesses Employees Wages GDP
region’s marine economy ($ Millions)  ($ Millions)
+ Largest GDP Sector: Tourism and lllinois 4,187 89,358 $3,703 $7,773
recreation produces 61% of the total Indiana 457 12,217 $526 $1,330
gros.s domestic product in the region’s Michigan 5,195 104,822 $3,970 $7.419
marine economy -
Minnesota 616 10,680 S 384 $912
 Top State (Employment): Michigan NewYork | 2,097 | 38265 | $1,346 $2,520
holds 28% of marine jobs in the region
Ohio 2,883 63,501 $2,069 $ 3,845
« Top State (GDP): Illinois produces b vani 158 5 744 $82 $216
28% of the marine economy’s GDP ennsylvania !
in the region Wisconsin 2,955 58,133 $1,876 $3,744
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Ocean Sector Regional Details

Ocean Sector

Establishments

Employment

Wages ($ Millions)

GDP ($ Millions)

Marine Construction 372 3,231 $311.3 $619

Living Resources 281 4,196 $228.9 $291

Offshore Mineral Resources 335 2,558 $237.8 $ 958
Ship and Boat Building 171 9,719 S 643 $ 2,037
Tourism and Recreation 16,148 260,626 $7,187.7 $ 16,936
Marine Transportation 1,245 99,441 $5,353.6 $ 6,967

Ocean Economy

379,771

$13,956.33

$27,808

New Sectors (2019)

Research and
Education

State and Local
Government

Power Generation

+ Businesses: 157

« Employees: 18,335
« Wages: $2.2 million
+ GDP:$12.8 million

« Employees: 516
+ Expenditures: $20.5
million

« Employees: 9,536
« Wages: $490.2 million
« GDP: $490.2 million
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Extended Great Lakes Marine Economy

The Great Lakes marine economy employs over 375,000 people and contributes almost $28 billion to U.S. gross domestic
product (direct effects). However, this understates the full impact of marine industries on the regional economy. Marine
industries also support jobs and businesses in the broader economy by purchasing inputs from suppliers (indirect
effects) and through household spending by their employees (induced effects).

MARINE INDUSTRIES DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY SUPPORTED:
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Economic contribution of Great Lakes marine industries, by state
including direct, indirect, and induced effects

Employment Labor Income ($ Millions) GDP ($ Millions)

Illinois 122,344 $6,860 $15,058
Indiana 17,419 $870 $2,199

Michigan 137,330 $6,448 $13,352
Minnesota 14,525 $687 $1,615
New York 52,659 $2,610 $5,783
Ohio 85,174 $3,754 $7,970
Pennsylvania 5,493 $307 §712
Wisconsin 76,452 $3,208 $6,954

Total 511,396 $24,745 $53,642

Economic contribution of Great Lakes marine industries, by sector
including direct, indirect, and induced effects

Marine Sector Employment  Labor Income ($ Millions) GDP ($ Millions)
Living Resources 5,826 $362 $607
Marine Construction 5,033 $446 $952
Marine Transportation 138,539 $8,322 $14,199
Offshore Mineral Resources 15,365 $1,481 $3,599
Ship and Boat Building 13,397 $922 $2,678
Tourism and Recreation 333,236 $13,211 $31,609
Total 511,396 $24,745 $53,642

Sources: To complement its Open ENOW data on economic activity in marine industries (direct effects), NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management used the IMPLAN input-output
model to estimate the total contribution (direct, indirect, and induced effects) of marine industries to the regional economy in 2024.

NOAA OFFICE FOR COASTAL MANAGEMENT



