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New Data, New Resources
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Story from the Field – Analyzing
Future Urban Growth and Flood Risk in
North Carolina
Tool – Coastal County Snapshots
Data – See the list of new and updated
data sets.

Learn to choose your words carefully in
the January edition of the Coastal
Communicators newsletter.
Impact Story Database – Explore the
list of stories and use them in your
communication efforts. The most
recent stories are at the top.

Virtual Training Offerings
Seven Best Practices for Risk Communication, February 15, 2022, 3 to 4:30 p.m. Eastern.
Register here.
Virtual – Facilitation Basics for Coastal Managers, February 23-24, 2022, 1 to 4 p.m. Eastern.
Email Jan Kucklick to register.
Coastal Adaptation Planning Essentials, March 8-10, 2022, 1 to 3:30 p.m. Eastern. Register
here.
Virtual – Facilitation Basics for Coastal Managers, March 30-31, 2022, 12 to 3 p.m. Eastern.
Email Jan Kucklick to register.

50 Years of Coastal Management
Our ocean and coasts are an integral part of our national heritage and character. They support a
wealth of biodiversity and provide great places to live, work, and recreate. For 50 years, NOAA and its
partners have been the nation’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes stewards. We’re launching the 50
Years of Ocean and Coastal Conservation campaign (#OceanAndCoasts50) to celebrate what we’ve
accomplished together to protect these special places, habitats, and species—and to work even
closer together to meet the many challenges of the next 50 years.
Learn more at noaa.gov/50-years-of-ocean-coastal-conservation.

Tech Topics
Double-Check Your Astronomical Tide Values
Lowest and highest astronomical tide datums are a calculation of the lowest or highest predicted
tides for a location based on an analysis of tide predictions over a defined period of time. The
current values are based on the 1983-2001 National Tidal Datum Epoch. NOAA’s Center for
Operational Oceanographic Products and Services is updating the calculations to encompass 40
years and include the next two planned epochs (2001-2040).
For most locations, the heights of these tide values will only change by 1-2 centimeters or less, but
everyone should double-check the values for their dates and location to be sure. The new values will
be completed by early February. Find them under “Datums” on NOAA’s Tides and Currents website.
Contact the Stakeholder Services Branch at Tide.Predictions@noaa.gov with any questions.

Stories from Your Peers
Boosting Community Storm Resilience
Many remote coastal communities
in Alaska have no formal storm
history data, flood risk analysis, or
way to predict and assess flooding
impacts to their communities. A
Digital Coast fellow worked to
gather available information on past
flood events, estimated the height
of those floods using geospatial techniques, and determined the risk of coastal flooding that current
infrastructure faces. He even created an online tool for visualizing flood risks and maps that rate the
severity of local flood-risk zones. Weather forecasters are using these maps to communicate risks in
a way that’s easy to understand. A publication that is also part of this effort will help planners and
hazard assessors estimate the heights of local coastal flooding. This updated information will be
used to refine community risk analysis efforts.
Read the full story.

Tips from the Digital Coast Academy
County Data at Your Fingertips, Now Even Easier to Access
Get information about your county’s flood risk and economy in the click of a button with NOAA’s
Coastal County Snapshots tool, recently improved with user feedback. The snapshots combine
complex, county-level data to create automated charts, graphics, and information.
Use this information to understand community vulnerabilities and build resilience. Print the report
to take to meetings and get everyone on the same page as they work to develop good planning
initiatives.
Three snapshots currently exist—coastal flooding, total economy, and marine economy—with more
planned in the future, including one for sea level rise.

Fast Facts

This is just one of the many coastal management fast facts and graphics provided for your use. Read the
list and let us know if there are others you’d like to see added.

Feedback? Please!

This newsletter is created for coastal professionals dedicated to keeping coastal communities
safe and productive. Please provide any feedback you may have to coastal.info@noaa.gov
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