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New Data, New Resources

Digital Coast

O ce for Coastal Management

Story from the Field – Modeling 3D
Elevation to Inform Restoration and
Adaptation Steps in California
Case Study – On the Forefront of
Nutrient Credit Trading Using Oysters:
Lessons Learned
GeoZone Blog – New Ways to Access
Lidar
GeoZone Blog – QGIS First Impressions
Data – Employment Coastal Inundation
Zones
Data – See the list of new and updated
data sets.

Get back to the basics of
communication in the October issue of
Coastal Communicators.
Impact Story Database – Explore the
list of stories and use them in your
communication efforts. The most
recent stories are at the top.

Virtual Training Offerings
Coastal Adaptation Planning Essentials, November 30-December 2, 2021, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Eastern. Register here.
Virtual – Facilitation Basics for Coastal Managers, December 8-9, 2021, 2 to 5 p.m. Eastern.
Email Jan Kucklick to register.
Economic Guidance for Coastal Management Professionals, January 12, 2022, 3 to 4:30
p.m. Eastern. Register here.

Tech Topics
Map Benthic Habitats Efficiently and Effectively

A first step in benthic mapping usually involves the production of a baseline map. From this, users
can create data sets that make gathering information more efficient. The map can also be used to
assist with permitting or to monitor underwater changes over time.
The best photos for a baseline data map involve a high-resolution, map-based view of several
kilometers, which allows the viewer to see subtle submerged features. These images are then
analyzed, the data are developed, and field surveys are used to calibrate the results. Use this triedand-tested benthic habitat mapping guide to get details, examples, and even cost assessments for
this process.

Stories from Your Peers
Environmental Educators Tailor Lessons to Diverse Student Needs
Outstanding educators know that students
are not interchangeable—individual learners
come with distinctive needs and worldviews
that influence how deeply they will
understand and apply the lesson. Whether
it’s getting creative during the pandemic or
making meaningful watershed experiences,
the educators at the 29 national estuarine
research reserves take this credo to heart.
For example, staff at three research reserves
worked with deaf subject matter experts to
add signs to American Sign Language for
words like “estuary,” “watershed,” and other coastal terms. In New York state, the “Day in the Life of
the Hudson and Harbor” program gives students their first in-depth experience of the Hudson River,
and some go on to pursue estuary-related careers because of it.
Read the full story.
Learn more about environmental education efforts at the research reserves.

Tips from the Digital Coast Academy
Adapt Your Stormwater Management
More frequent coastal floods pose a unique challenge to coastal communities with regard to their
ability to effectively manage stormwater. Inundation can partially or completely submerge
stormwater pipes and outfalls, causing backups that contribute to street level flooding.
To tackle this complex issue, NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management recently launched an updated
version of the Adapting Stormwater Management for Coastal Floods tool, which is found on the
Digital Coast. Communities can use the scenario-driven “Analyze” section to help determine the
coastal water level thresholds for their community that signify potential problems for their
stormwater management systems.

Fast Facts

This is just one of the many coastal management fast facts and graphics provided for your use. Read the
list and let us know if there are others you’d like to see added.

Feedback? Please!
This newsletter is created for coastal professionals dedicated to keeping coastal communities
safe and productive. Please provide any feedback you may have to coastal.info@noaa.gov
NOAA’s Digital Coast

NOAA Office for Coastal Management
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