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September 2021 

New Data, New Resources 

Digital Coast 

Tool – Wild�re Risk to Communities  
Tool – Neighborhoods at Risk 

Tool – Populations at Risk 

Tool – Environmental Justice Screening 

and Mapping Tool 
Case Study – Fostering Resilient, 
Multimodal Transportation Solutions 

along the California Coast 
Data – See the list of new and updated 

data sets 

O�ce for Coastal Management 

The reserve system’s Science 

Collaborative has announced over $4 

million in funding for 12 projects in 15 

reserves across the country. See the list 
of projects. 
Read about writing e�ective emails in 

the August issue of Coastal 
Communicators. 
Impact Story Database – Explore the 

list. Use the stories in your 

communication e�orts. The most 
recent stories are at the top. 

Virtual Training O�erings 

Social Science Basics: Using Social Science for Stakeholder Engagement, September 27, 
2021, 2 to 5 p.m. Eastern. Register here. 
Social Science Basics: Writing E�ective Survey Questions, September 28, 2021, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Eastern. Register here. 
Economic Guidance for Coastal Management Professionals, September 30, 2021, 2 to 3:30 

p.m. Eastern. Register here. 

https://mailchi.mp/noaa/digital-coast-connections-august-5642696?e=9d8c283567
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/wildfire-risk.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/neighborhoods-risk.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/populations-risk.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/ejscreen.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/ca-coastal-commission.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://mcusercontent.com/464fe79c76462192284bfd65a/files/25938fb4-ec0e-1488-5890-64b0e21bc18b/DCC_Sept21_Data.pdf
https://nerrssciencecollaborative.org/resource/2021-nerrs-science-collaborative-awards-announced?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/data/docs/coastalcommunicators/august-2021.pdf?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/stories/index.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/social-science-basics-virtual.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/social-science-basics-virtual.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAAalZt4uWQ6zP9FVmbDytjPJYQyStdL8t3IjbzKDAUE8hyw/viewform


Tech Topics 

Why Is the TIFF Black and White? 

Ever download lidar data (especially when using NOAA’s Digital Coast Data Access Viewer) and get 
what looks like a solid black TIFF �le included in your zip �le? You’re not alone. Contrary to popular 

belief, this isn’t a useless �le. Most likely, you’re opening the �le in a program that has no idea what 
to do with this speci�c format. Try opening it again in a program that expects geospatial data (a 

remote sensing or GIS program). That should apply a color map to the range of values and �x it.  

Keep in mind that if a TIFF �le is not what you wanted, you can download other �le types (such as 

point clouds) from the Data Access Viewer—you just have to specify the output. Learn more in this 

GeoZone blog post. 

Stories from Your Peers 

NOAA Helps Alaskans Plan for Imminent Threats and Future Resilience  

Alaska’s massive coastline is dotted by remote, 
low-lying communities that face serious threats 

from storm surge, sea level rise, land subsidence, 
and shoreline erosion. Alaska Water Level Watch 

coordinated the installation of temporary stations 

that collect standardized tidal datums, which are 

water-elevation measurements that document a 

certain phase of the tide. The new tidal datums 

will improve coastal �ood mapping, �ood 

forecasting, and tide prediction accuracy. 
Temporary stations provide critical coverage 

without the steep price tag of permanent 
stations, and allow for more synchronized land- and tide-based information, leading to better storm 

forecasts. 

Read the full story. 
Learn about the Alaska Water Level Watch. 

Tips from the Digital Coast Academy 

De�ne the Problem – Use These Steps 

Coastal resource management is often tricky, particularly because of the human element involved. 
Finding the underlying cause of the social and behavioral aspects of any management issue can be 

di�cult, but doing so is an essential part of �nding an e�ective solution.  

Start by describing the problem in simple terms. Then ask “why?” iteratively to explore the cause-
and-e�ect relationships of a particular problem. This technique is called “The Five Whys” because 

(hint hint) that’s the average number of iterations needed to identify a root cause. This handout 
walks you through the process of reframing the problem. 

https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/dav.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://geozoneblog.wordpress.com/2016/09/01/black-and-white-tiff/?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/stories/alaskans-plan-for-imminent-threats-and-future-resilience.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://aoos.org/alaska-water-level-watch/?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/defining-the-problem.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21


Fast Facts 

This is just one of the many coastal management  fast facts and graphics  provided for your use. See the  list 
here, and let us know if there are others you’d like to see added. 

Feedback? Please!  
This newsletter is created for coastal professionals dedicated to keeping coastal communities 

safe and productive. Please provide any feedback you may have to  coastal.info@noaa.gov  

NOAA’s Digital Coast  

NOAA O�ce for Coastal Management 

Want to change how you receive these emails?  
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

Twitter Facebook Website 

https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/hurricane-costs.html?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC_Sept21
https://coast.noaa.gov/
mailto:coastal.info@noaa.gov
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/
https://coast.noaa.gov/
https://noaa.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=464fe79c76462192284bfd65a&id=22fd51afca&e=9d8c283567
https://noaa.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=464fe79c76462192284bfd65a&id=22fd51afca&e=9d8c283567&c=ea981ea71e
https://twitter.com/noaadigcoast
https://twitter.com/noaadigcoast
https://www.facebook.com/NOAADigitalCoast/
https://www.facebook.com/NOAADigitalCoast/
https://coast.noaa.gov/
https://coast.noaa.gov/



