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The MarineCadastre.gov team relies on a wide variety of partners and resources to design, build, 
manage, and share AIS data. Here are some of the links we recommend to new users of AIS when they 
have questions. 
 

Introduction to AIS 
 
Automatic Identification System Overview, Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Automatic Identification System – An Introduction, National Marine Electronic Association 
 
Shipboard Automatic Identification System Displays, Meeting the Needs of Mariners, Special Report 273 
(2003). The National Academies Press, and the Transportation Research Board 
 
Automatic Identification System, International Maritime Organization 
 

Raw Data Messages 
 
AIS Messages, Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Class A AIS Position Report (Messages 1, 2, and 3), Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
AIS Class A Ship Static and Voyage Related Data (Message 5), Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
AIS Standard Class B Equipment Position Report (Message 18), Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

Vessel Identification 
 
Vessel Information Verification Service (VIVS), Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Vessel Search, Port State Information Exchange (PSIX), U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Vessel Documentation Search by Name, NOAA Office of Science and Technology 
 
Ship Station – Search, International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
 
Ship License Search, Universal Licensing System, Federal Communications System 
 
Port State Information Exchange Web Service, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISmain
https://www.nmea.org/Assets/nmea%20collision%20avoidance%20through%20ais.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/10708/shipboard-automatic-identification-system-displays-meeting-the-needs-of-mariners
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Navigation/Pages/AIS.aspx
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISMessages
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISMessagesA
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISMessagesAStatic
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISMessagesB
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=aisVesselSearch
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/PSIX/PSIXSearch.aspx
https://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st1/CoastGuard/VesselByName.html
https://www.itu.int/mmsapp/shipstation/list
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchShip.jsp;JSESSIONID_ULSSEARCH=QQzHcRSp7rhGdQ86wLwQLFQTJSqG67Pjf1sh2n9YdhGnSj05z65k!-1259195716!1794623123
https://cgmix.uscg.mil/XML/PSIXData.asmx
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Vessel Identification Numbers, Internal Revenue Service 
 
Vessel Type Codes, MarineCadastre.gov 
 

Rules, Statutes, and Standards 
 
Title 33: Code of Federal Regulations – Carriage Requirements, U.S. Coast Guard 
 
Vessel Requirements for Notices of Arrival and Departure, and Automatic Identification System; AIS 
Information Collection, A Rule by the Coast Guard on April 7, 2016, Federal Register 
 
Title 33: Code of Federal Regulations – Navigation and Navigable Waters, Section 164.46 – Automatic 
Identification System (AIS), Government Publishing Office 
 
Title 46:  Code of Federal Regulations – U.S. Code Shipping, U.S. House of Representatives, Office of the 
Law Revision Counsel 
 
M.1371: Technical Characteristics For An Automatic Identification System Using Time-Division Multiple 
Access In The VHF Maritime Mobile Band, International Telecommunication Union 
 
International Maritime Organization Maritime Safety Committee Resolutions, Navigation Center, U.S. 
Coast Guard 
 

Studies, Educational Material, and Recommendations 
 
Vessel Identification System Development Needs to Be Reassessed, Report to the Subcommittee on U.S. 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, House of 
Representatives, May 2002 
 
How to Process AIS Data to Maximize Utility and Overcome Data Challenges, A presentation to the 
Transportation Research Board, September 18, 2018 
 
Ship Type Identification Recommendations, 6 February 2016, International Hydrographic Organization 
 

Data Sharing and Redistribution 
 
AIS Data Sharing Categories and Requirements, Navigation Center, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/vessel-identification-numbers
https://marinecadastre.gov/ais/AIS%20Documents/VesselTypeCodes2018.pdf
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=AISRequirementsRev
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/04/07/2016-07958/vessel-requirements-for-notices-of-arrival-and-departure-and-automatic-identification-system-ais
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/04/07/2016-07958/vessel-requirements-for-notices-of-arrival-and-departure-and-automatic-identification-system-ais
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2012-title33-vol2/CFR-2012-title33-vol2-sec164-46
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2012-title33-vol2/CFR-2012-title33-vol2-sec164-46
http://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title46&edition=prelim
https://www.itu.int/rec/R-REC-M.1371-5-201402-I/en
https://www.itu.int/rec/R-REC-M.1371-5-201402-I/en
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mscResolutions
https://www.gao.gov/assets/240/234674.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/webinars/180918.pdf
https://www.iho.int/mtg_docs/com_wg/CSBWG/CSBWG2/CSBWG2-5.2.2-Ship_Type_Identification_Recommendations.pdf
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=NAISdisclaimer
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