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NOAA Habitat Program

Conserving Habitats for the Future






Essential Fish Habitat

Established under 1996 Magnuson–Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA).

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH): Those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity.
Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs): Specific types or areas of habitat within EFH that are especially important ecologically or particularly vulnerable to degradation to help provide additional focus for conservation efforts.

MSA requires that fishery management plans (FMPs):
· describe and identify EFH in text for each life stage of each managed species, including the physical, biological, and chemical characteristics of EFH.
· identify the specific geographic location or extent of habitats described as EFH using boundaries such as longitude and latitude, isotherms, isobaths, political boundaries, and major landmarks. If there are differences between the descriptions of EFH in text, maps, and tables, the textual description is ultimately determinative of the limits of EFH.
· include maps of the geographic locations of EFH and HAPCs.
EFH provisions must be reviewed every 5 years.
NOAA regulatory authorities within EFH
· Protection from non-fishing impacts (EFH consultations):  Federal agencies must consult with NMFS regarding any of their actions authorized, funded, or undertaken, or proposed to be authorized, funded, or undertaken that may adversely affect EFH, including actions that occur outside of EFH.
· Protection from fishing impacts:  NMFS must work with the regional fishery management councils to minimize impacts of fishing on EFH through fishery management actions.
· Each FMP must contain an evaluation of the potential adverse effects of fishing on EFH.
· Each FMP must minimize to the extent practicable adverse effects from fishing on EFH.

· Fishery management options may include, but are not limited to:
· Fishing equipment restrictions
· Time/area closures
· Harvest limits
EFH Datasets
· EFH and HAPCs
· Data Inventory

· Links to GIS data and EFH text descriptions in FMPs
· In process of updating inventory to include downloadable data in .shp, .kmz, and geodatabase

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/efh/GIS_inven.htm
· EFH Mapper

· Maps of EFH and HAPCs
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/efh/GIS_mapper.htm
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· Restricted fishing areas to protect EFH
· Under development

· Currently being reviewed for accuracy by regional staff
· Potential future integration with EFH Mapper

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/habitatprotection/efh


