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State and federal regulatory agencies in the US have been actively promoting sustainable
aquaculture development in coastal waters to meet increasing worldwide demand for
seafood. Yet proposals for new or expanded aquaculture farms frequently face opposition
from nearby residents and other stakeholders due to their perceptions of social and
ecological impacts, concerns about allocating public trust resources to private users, and
negative feelings toward the agencies responsible for permitting aquaculture. This study
investigates why people support or oppose aquaculture and what they think about
different levels of shellfish aquaculture development in certain waterbodies. In the spring
and summer of 2015, a structured survey of Rhode Island (RI) residents, including
waterfront property owners, commercial shellfish harvesters, aquaculture farmers, and
other residents of the state, was used to collect data on attitudes, knowledge, personal
characteristics, and user preferences for different levels of shellfish aquaculture. Results
indicate that a variety of perceptions, attitudes and individual characteristics affect public
support for aquaculture in general and in specific waterbodies in RI. Findings from this
study can improve understanding of what people think about shellfish aquaculture and
serve as valuable input in aquaculture permitting decisions and other coastal planning
activities in Rl and elsewhere.



