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In 2010, the shellfish aquaculture industry on the US East Coast was worth $100 million. 
Over 1000 shellfish farms are in operation on the East Coast and this number continues to 
increase. Along with growth in the industry comes an increase in shellfish production and 
value.  Because shellfish aquaculture can provide jobs, economic growth and 
environmental benefits, it is in the interest of coastal states to manage this industry 
effectively. Shellfish aquaculture is growing quickly in both RI and MA. While the two states 
are similar geographically and ecologically, the management systems for shellfish 
aquaculture vary. The shellfish aquaculture industry in Rhode Island is managed at the 
state level, while in Massachusetts it is regulated at the local town level with the state 
providing support when needed. Few, if any studies have explored these two planning and 
management systems in detail. The overall goal of this study is to characterize and 
compare the existing planning and management regimes of shellfish aquaculture in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. This study utilized a mixed method approach through 
semi-structured interviews of shellfish aquaculture stakeholders. Interviews were 
conducted in both states to explore perceptions of these stakeholders and gauge the 
benefits and limitations of each planning and management system. This presentation will 
describe the shellfish aquaculture planning and management systems in RI and MA and 
highlight findings from the stakeholder interviews.  Such information can help facilitate 
more efficient and effective shellfish aquaculture planning and management within coastal 
waters of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and beyond. 

 
 


