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A strong need exists in Georgia to develop tools and information for local decision-makers 
so that they understand the growing risk posed by sea level rise – including inundation and 
increased tidal flooding –  and where acquisition, relocation, or renovation of residential 
populations is an appropriate response.  Public service faculty from the University of 
Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government and a student with Georgia Sea Grant Legal 
Fellows Program are conducting a two-year study funded by Georgia’s Coastal Incentive 
Grant  Program on the costs and benefits to local governments of promoting acquisition, 
renovation, or relocation of residences exposed to significant flood risk. This study is 
looking at the up-front and long-term costs of acquiring, renovating, or relocating these 
threatened properties. It is also examining the legal, policy, and political barriers to 
conducting these activities.  Finally, this project is evaluating the benefits of these activities 
through FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS), as well as benefits from secondary effects 
such the impacts of improved community flood protection and expanded greenspace. 
This 20-minute presentation will discuss: 

• The opportunities and barriers to implementing an acquisition, renovation, and 
relocation program. 

• Benefits that accrue to local government for an acquisition, renovation, and 
relocation program. 

• Costs and barriers to communities to implementing an acquisition, renovation, and 
relocation program. 

 


