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Working to build adaptive 
capacity in the Carolinas at the 
intersection of climate with water, 
coasts, and health 



National Integrated Drought Information System 
 Moving the nation from a reactive 

to a more proactive approach to 
drought planning and 
preparedness 
 
 Information and tools to monitor 

and forecast drought 
 

 Stakeholder engagement, 
communications, and outreach 
 

 Drought early warning system 
programs 



Drought in the Southeast 

Southeast U.S. (AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, VA) 
Drought Conditions, Percent Area 2000-present 
Source: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsAndData/Graph.aspx 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsAndData/Graph.aspx


Coastal Drought Impacts 

Source: Michael Childress Source: Geoff Scott 

Source: Ed Christopher Source: UNC Wilmington Source: Sapelo Island, GA 



 Iterative stakeholder engagement activities  
 for the refinement of tools and information  
 to ensure that projects are responding to primary needs and filling key 

knowledge gaps 
 

 They also help to raise awareness about the unique nature of drought in 
coastal ecosystems and its potential impacts, motivating action to plan 
for associated risks. 

NIDIS Carolinas Drought Early Warning System  



 To identify and prioritize projects and research areas 
 To demonstrate the Coastal Drought Index and its applications 

 

Stakeholder Workshops 



 To determine drought-related concerns and information needs  

Decision Maker Interviews 



 To train and retain project volunteers 

Citizen Scientist Engagement 



 To evaluate and improve on project design 
 To develop materials that effectively communicate and disseminate 

findings 

Engagement with Information Users 
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