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Tampa Bay...today

. Regional economy value
at $170 billion

. S51 billion directly
influenced by Tampa Bay

» RESEARCH LOOKS AT WATERSHED EMPLOYMENT

JOBDEPENDENCY ~ WATER QUALITY
tomen e s cowct - PROGRESS IN TAMPA BAY

data shows hew the Bay impacts jobs.
Darker blus Indicates poor water quality.
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Tampa Bay...today

. Scientific data shows region is already
experiencing sea-level rise
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http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8726520

—— Monthly MSL (ft) — Linear Trend (ft)



http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=8726520

Tampa Bay...today

. Tampa/St. Petersburg is 1 of the 10 most
vulnerable coastal metropolitan areas




Climate: Change the Conversation

PROGRAM OBIJECTIVE

Assess how local residents view climate change
risk and vulnerability in the Tampa Bay region
and to improve participant knowledge of local
climate change information




The Workshops

* 4 Workshops Conducted in . _
Pinellas County 2013-2015 || Climate:Changethe Conversation

A Community Discussion about Issues

— Weedon Island Preserve Affecting Us Today

Thursday, Octz4 Saturday, Octz6
6:30pm-8:30pm 2:00pm-4:00pm

— St. Petersburg College, Tarpon || e ; S, reeburs Gl

1800 Weedon Drive NE 600 Klosterman Road

St Petershurg, FL 33702

— Brooker Creek Preserve
— St. Petersburg Library

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689

Register online at
ps://climatetarpon
eventbrite.com

eventbrite.com

Climate change buzzwords are common in
our daily lives, butdo we really understand
what they mean or how they will impact our

b greenliouse gases®-=- vears Epolar bear
lifestyles? While the science can be Chm?te Cha-ng _l Lysgdﬁlulinn

haitat r\:atgglﬂh.ﬂlmm‘emﬁnn I )
endangered species i »an:u changing seasons . risk

overwhelming, it doesn't take a degree in

. climatology to have an opinion about
[ ) IVI a r e t e t O G e n e ra P | l I C something that will affect each of us.
. Wewant to hearfrom you! Join UF/IFAS Pinellas County Extension, USF
Department of Anthropology, and the Tampa Bay Estuary Program for a
u I e I I C e community conversation about climate change.
Yourinputwill help us understand how we can better communicate with you
about climate change. Light refreshments will be provided. Each participant

— O N I | ne Re g | strat | on will receive a FREE, msulated shopping bag,
H xtension N
— Email Blasts UFmsgxemsion ol

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

Extension programs are open to all persons without regard to race, color, sex,
age, disability, religion, or national origin.




The Workshops

e Climate Science Overview

* Video visualizing 3 possible climate futures for the
Tampa Bay region

* 5interactive listening stations
— Sea Level Rise
— Transportation and Infrastructure
— Water Resources

— Food Systems
— Natural Resources




Creation of Local
Climate Change Scenarios

IPCC Global Climate Locally Grounded
Change Scenarios \ Climate Change
— Narrative Scenarios
/ - eLand-Use
Florida-Specific Maps
Climate Change
Models \v/ eLocal Sea Level
Revisions on Rise Maps
Locally Tailored narratives based
Demographic and on direct *Population
Land-Use interviewee Density Maps
Projections feedback
*Videos
Input from “Experts”
(planners, scientists, \v/ *Pictures
water managers —
gers) Visual Local Climate | ——

Change Scenarios




The Video

Aeries




Where did workshop participants get
information on climate change?

News

| | |
internet #

School

Nature, science, or climate NGOs
Scholarly articles

Government agencies (reports etc)
Books

Work

Friends/family

Public programming

Scientists




Do you think the Climate in
Your Area is Changing (n=106)?

gop 2%

M Yes
B No
m Don't Know



On a scale of 1-5, how concerned are you about

Climate Change in the Tampa Bay region (n=97)?
70%

60% -

50% -

40% -

30% -

20% -
10% -

0% -
5 Extremely 4 3 2 1 Not
Concerned Concerned




How do you think your local community OUGHT
to respond to a changing climate (n=93)?

We should not change what we do; there is no ]
need

We should wait to make any changes until we
have better information

We should take only actions that will benefit us
whether or not climate change occurs.

We Should Consider I
Potential Climate-

Related Effects in ALL . ]
Relevant Decisions

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%




Knowledge Gain

e 82% Demonstrated Knowledge Gain listing 2 or
more facts learned (n=92)
— Natural Resource Impacts
— Climate Change
— Regional Adaptation Planning
— Health/Lifestyle Changes
— Food/Agriculture Impacts

 83% surveyed pledged to modify behavior based
on knowledge gain (2015, n=24)



Conclusions & Lessons Learned

 Workshops well-received

e Results support program
objectives

e Participants CHOSE to attend
workshop which implied subject
matter interest

 Feedback will be incorporated into
future climate change
rogramming




Next Steps

e National Issues Forum

— Kettering Institute

 Work Directly with
Municipalities
— Inform cities of public
perception and concerns

— Expand to neighboring
counties

climate choices




Questions?

Libby Carnahan
lcarnahan@ufl.edu
727-453-6522



mailto:lcarnahan@ufl.edu
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