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Who Does What, Where? 
Using participatory mapping as a meaningful engagement tool 

to inform planning and management in Maryland 



Disclaimer: MD did not invent PGIS 

 NOAA’s National 
Marine Protected 
Areas Center 
(Mimi D’lorio) 

 NOAA has applied 
PGIS techniques 
for several projects 
since 2008 

 Maryland adopted 
after learning in 
Virginia in 2012 

3 See: marinecadastre.gov/oceanuses 
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Credit: Mokhammad Edliadi for Center for International Forestry Research 

Credit: Sammy Orlando Credit: Sammy Orlando 
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Maryland’s PGIS Efforts 

January 2013: 

Atlantic Ocean 
 

October 2013: 

Western Maryland 
 

January 2014: 

Choptank River 
 

June 2015: 

Potomac River 
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See: Maryland’s Coastal Atlas 
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/coastalatlas.aspx 



Mallows Bay – Potomac River 

Credits: Daryl Byrd, Kimberly Hernandez, Don Shomette 
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Mallows Bay June 2015 Workshop 

32 participants 

13 sectors 

26 uses  

23 final maps 
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Lessons Learned 

1. Be purposeful in defining a study area 

2. Limit the number of uses (avoid mapper fatigue) 

3. Be clear on the intent of mapping each use 

4. Communicate your results via multiple media 

5. Be honest and transparent with your participants 
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Thank You! 

 

Kimberly Hernandez 

NOAA Coastal Management Fellow 

Maryland DNR Chesapeake & Coastal Service 

kimberly.hernandez@maryland.gov 

 

Resources: 
http://marinecadastre.gov/oceanuses/ 
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/coastalatlas.aspx 
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http://marinecadastre.gov/oceanuses/
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/coastalatlas.aspx
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