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2016 Social Coast Forum 



Social Science is integral to achieving 
NOAA’s Goals 

• Provide information and services to make 
communities more resilient 

• Evolve the National Weather Service  
• Invest in observational infrastructure  
• Achieve organizational excellence 
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NOAA’s Social Science Workforce 
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Total NOAA  
FTEs: 12,321 

NOAA Social Science 
FTEs: 95 

Source:  NOAA Social Science Needs Assessment, 2013 



We’ve Come a Long Way 
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2003 NOAA SAB Social Science 
Review Panel Report 

2009 Social Sciences 
Working Group Report 

2013 Social Science 
Needs Assessment 

2014 Social Science Tiger 
Team Recommendations 

2015 Social Science 
Vision and Strategy 
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Implementing the Social Science Vision and 
Strategy 



Measuring and Defining NOAA’s Impact on Society 
Spotlight: Value of Information Workshop  

7 Photo credit:  Grain elevator - Seth Perlman, AP, Wall St. - NY Post 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TaiUqfoBMNAS0M&tbnid=zfW1y7dgD_zBoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/business/OHare-Better-Late-than-Never.html&ei=TrLJUbClNce24APNv4GACA&bvm=bv.48293060,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNHc2yZS1lROtUE_FXZzK-a8rLn_mg&ust=1372259263389363
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/national_forecast/natfcst.php


Products and Services Strengthen Societal Decision Making 
Spotlight: Natural Capital Business Roundtables 
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www.commerce.gov/naturalcapital 



Products and Services Strengthen Societal Decision Making 
Spotlight: Risk Communication and Behavior 
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Products and Services Strengthen Societal Decision Making 
Spotlight: Coastal Green Infrastructure 
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Institutionalize Social Science to Further NOAA’s Mission 
Spotlight: Social Science Committee 
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The Social Science 
Committee’s mission is to 

strengthen, coordinate, and 
integrate the agency’s social 

science research and 
analysis capabilities.  

Tracy Rouleau – PPI 
Acting Chair 

   
  

Jennifer Sprague – NWS 
Co-Chair 

Elizabeth Rohring – OAR 

Vankita Brown – NWS 
    

Nancy Beller-Simms – OAR 

Doug Lipton - NMFS 
Co-Chair 

  
  
  Rita Curtis – NMFS 

              

Kristie Twining – OMAO 
  

Toni Parham – NESDIS 

Giselle Samonte - NMFS 

Alison Krepp – NOS 

Kate Becker – NESDIS  John Cortinas – OAR 

Adam Domanski – NOS 

Susan Holmes – NOS 

http://www.ppi.noaa.gov/economics/


Thank you! 
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Tracy Rouleau 
Deputy Chief Economist  
240-533-9027 
tracy.rouleau@noaa.gov 
 
Valerie Were 
Social Scientist 
240-533-9016 
valerie.l.were@noaa.gov 

NOAA Economics and Social Sciences:  
http://www.ppi.noaa.gov/economics/ 

To sign up for updates NOAA’s Social 
Science Newsletter, contact: 
ppi.socsci@noaa.gov  
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